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This Valentine's Day, don't get gouged at the florist.
Four ways to avoid looking l ike a bloomin' idiot:

cET sHoRTtEs Short stents are often cheaper than
long, ancl you cnn't cour.rt ou solleonc havinga vase large
cnough to holcl long-stcmmccl flowels glacefully anyuray.

wRAp tr up Most people already l.rave a shelf filled with
vases-u,hy buy thent lnother one? "Wrap flowers in
newspapel" savs Florvcr Por,r,cr authrlr Rebecca Cole. "It's
inexpen sive rrncl it has that'walking through Paris' feel."

ACT IOCAILY Wheu r,<lr.r use an online serwice like
FTD.com, you r.rsuallv pay a brokel' fec on top of the flower
order. If vou'rc having flou.els c'leliverecl to another city,
f ind a local f lorist therc (hello, Googlc) and calldirectly.

LocK rN A pRIcE Stalt shopping for Valentine's flowers
as soolt as possible. Prices rise as the cla,v approaches, but
some r,r,ebsitc's, such as KaBloom.corn, let you lock in a
price ifyou cclufirm y<lur order early. KATE ASH FoRD

lets you swap discs for 990 each with other movie bulfs around the counffi. .
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let love blossom
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