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Who's Left ln
The Goalition?

Foreign
F 12,000, according tOOpS haVg ,n",to..jfl^rroop srrengrh

co the Brookings r - r under 6000. (Righr now,
Institurion's Iraq Index. SnfUnK rheU.S. hasabouc 160,000
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When che U.S. invaded Iraq in the
spring of 2003, we had 47,200 com-

bat troops from chree nadons with
us. In March 2004, chere were

24,OOO troops frorn 33 coun-
rries. Today, the number of For-
eign croops has
dropped below

the Former Soviet Republic oFGeorgia
and 1200 from Sourh Korea Orher co-
alirion members, such as Spain, Italy
and Japan, leFr Iraq monrhs or years
ago. By chis summer, che numbers

troops there.) Says Brook-
ings' Michael O'Hanlon:

military mission in Iraq is in-
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"The
creasingly jusc a U.S.-Iraqi encerprise."
He adds that we can expect less help as
cime passes, "even given improvements
on che ground and a new President."

Cellphone BanBank-Free
Loans

oday, more people are sidestep-
ping banks and getting loans
from other individuals online. ln

2007, about $86 million of these loans were financed in the U.S.
The practice is called person-to-person lending or social lend-
ing, and two of the biggest websites dealing in them are Pros-
per.com andLendingClub.com.These loans tend to be at lower
interest rates than banks and credit cards (starting atT.SVotor
person-to-person vs. 13% for conventional loans). Minimum
credit scores are required to borrow and the sites run credit
checks. Are these loans a worthwhile option? "Yes, if you can
get a more favorable rate," says Greg McBride, senior financial
anafyst atBankrate.com.He adds, "The loans can also be par-
ticularly valuable to people who are at or close to their existing
credit limib." Remembq though, that social loans are as bind-
ing as bank loans. lf you default, you'll be hounded by a collec-
tion agency, and your credit score will drop.
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The use of mobile phones is forbidden
in many hospitals, and recently docord
offices around the nation have begun
prohibiting patienG frrom talking on them
in waiting rooms. Now some businesses
are t'hreatening to clrarge people who
won't hang up,
and one
restaurant in
Seattle is even
billing diners $5
for cell chatter. (h
has yet to actually
force anyone to
pay up.) Should
businesses be
allowed to
restriqt cellphone
use? Tell us at
Parade.com.

could diminish by an additional50%.
Britain and Sourh Korea are halving
rheir forces, and Georgia is pulling out
1700 rroops. The new prime minis-
ters of Australia and Poland also have
promised to remove all oF rheir sol-

diers-500 and 900, respec-
dvely-which would leave

Federal
Communications
Commission
Chairman Kevin
Martin (r) talks
with PARADE
about sex,
violence and
cable rates.
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